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black, but now all eyes and teeth, seemed a fitter spectacle
for pandemonium. Thus the savages retired slowly along the
river bank, all the while dancing in a circle like the witches in
" Macbeth," and leaving us in expectation of their return in
the morning. Any further attempt to appease them was out
of the question/

Nothing serious happened for a day or two, although the
tribe made a raid upon one part of the camp, and stole every-
thing they could lay their hands or feet upon (for they used
their feet in a monkey-like fashion, clutching anything with
their toes with extraordinary facility). One night also they
were seen painted white in a hideous manner, like skeletons,
and dancing round a fire in a wild war-dance. Then hostilities
commenced in earnest, and the blacks hurled their spears at the
white men and fired the grass round their camp.

Mitchell decided to retreat, and succeeded in getting beyond
the reach of that particularly hostile tribe, but the same inci-
dents occurred at other stages of his journey, and on one
occasion there was something like a pitched battle with fixed
bayonets and rifle volleys before they could beat back the
enemy.

Mitchell's survey of ' Australia Felix' resulted speedily in a
steady stream of colonists from New South Wales, who sought
fresh pastures for their great herds of cattle and flocks of
sheep. These ranchers and squatters spread over the whole
country, pushing out in every direction where good grass-lands
could be found -, and as considerable numbers of enterprising
men were now arriving from the mother-country to build up
homes and fortunes in Australia, competition became keener
for acquiring new sheep and cattle runs from the east coast to
the west.

In a few years the city of Melbourne was on the high-road
to prosperity as the capital of the new colony of Victoria,"
Adelaide was becoming an important town at the mouth of the
Murray; River, and there .were settlements as far west as King
George's Sound and Flinders Bay. Between Adelaide, how-